Merry Christmas Family and Friends,                                                    Christmas 2011

Well the good news is that we didn’t bother you with a 2010 Christmas letter but the bad news is that you’re still on our list!  
For starters, Jackie and I are finding some of our differences a bit more pronounced as we age. For instance, when she tries to read the small print, she removes her glasses and I have to reach for mine.  Nights are often interrupted by her kicking the covers off and me reaching for them.   I still fall out of bed before she does and get the coffee started.  It’s about the only time I get to kick the dog without her seeing.

Things have been good at Ride On and we are thankful for God’s provision through the shop.  Our day usually begins with sending Mitch off to school as we start to argue, ah “discuss” our plans for the day.  Most of the time we are on the same page; some days the page has to be pretty large.
Seth and Betsy moved to Columbus, Ohio, where Seth took a sales job with WebTech. They bought a house in Clintonville and will be parents of a little girl in April. Yikes!  I guess that will make Jackie and I ....…Not sure we are ready for that title!  We are happy to have them close by and look forward to having a little one around again that we can give back at night and before college costs hit. 
Joanna is still a nurse in Virginia and is surrounded by good friends.  She brought six of them home one weekend and we truly enjoyed their company.  It was a large grocery bill that we would gladly pay anytime to have her around 
Jacob is in his fourth year at Tiffin and is looking at one more. All he really wants for Christmas is a college degree.  Seth offered Jake his degree since he isn’t using his degree in Mechanical Engineering anymore.  Jo promptly offered him her nursing badge and asked him when he could start. I suggested he take a semester off and bike cross country. It worked for me! A highlight of Jake’s athletic career was going to Nationals with the Tiffin Track Team in the 4 x 100 relay.  40.54 was 9th in the country for DII; now that’s the type of smokin’ I approve of.
Mollie finished one year at Wayne College and decided it was time to move out of Wayne County.  She is now in Columbus at Paul Mitchell’s School of Cosmetology.  We miss her in Wooster but it is time for her to spread her wings.  She has more determination than most of us do on a good day.

Mitchell has taken up tennis as a spring sport and continues to play soccer.  He has shown us that some of the best TV is not conventional, but shows like Gold Rush and Storage Wars, not to mention Swamp People. Who knew there was such entertaining TV outside of Fox News (Feel free to interpret that any way you wish).
Jackie continues to write for Wooster Community Hospital and the Wooster Weekly and pick up all the loose ends at the shop.  She has been enjoying riding as much as the rest of us and even took a shot in a local race, taking second place in her age group - not bad!
Again, Merry Christmas, we hope this letter finds you enjoying a relationship with the Son of God, the very reason we celebrate this season.  If you’re a reader - pick up Unbroken this year .It’s an awesome true story of God’s redeeming love. If you like music – listen to I Heard the Bells and know that we can still 
hear God…. If you’re a dancer – you’re on your own. We grew up Mennonite ya’ know.

Love from Wooster Ohio, we hope that 2012 brings you a year of blessings.
God Bless

The Buckwalters

   No picture this year… friend us on Facebook to see our most recent mug shots (if you are interested)
